
Thirty years ago, St. Clare Chapel began as the only  regional, 24-hour, seven-day-a-week, perpetual                    
adoration chapel under the leadership of Father Angelo C. Caserta. That is, it takes 168 adorers to cover 
each of the hours each week, serving as guardians of the Blessed Eucharist, our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
still have several of the original guardians from 1990 dedicating a weekly holy hour.  

Over time, some of our long-time guardians have passed away, some not able 
to continue in the chapel due to health concerns, while others have moved out 
of the area. We have guardians not only from Piqua but from surrounding com-
munities, too. We are blessed to have such a special place to spend in praise 
and in prayer to our Lord. We are seeking additional guardians, regular and 
substitute, to rebuild our blessed chapel back to a full perpetual chapel again.  

The chapel is currently available for visitors: Wed through Friday (daily)        
6am-8pm AND around the clock from Saturday 6am-Tuesday 8pm. HELP US 
BECOME A FULLY PERPETUAL CHAPEL AGAIN! Prayerfully consider 
becoming a weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, or substitute guardian in St. Clare 
Chapel. For more information or to express interest as a guardian, please     
contact Mike Epperly (937) 622-0112 or Mary Jane Karn (937) 778-0496. 

Guardian Testimonies: 
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St. Clare Chapel Celebrates Thirty Years! 

“Twenty-five years ago I was given an hour of 6pm 
on Saturday. I feel truly blessed to be able to spend 
time with the Lord one on one.”   (Dana Decknadel) 

 

“As a resident of Sidney, my first visits were for 
seeking help during the darkest days of my life. In 
2017, I was brought to my future wife (Ann Bradl) 

through St. Clare Chapel.”  (Mike Epperly) 

 
“My time at chapel ‘resets’ my entire week. It puts 
life into perspective, draws me nearer to Jesus, and 

gives me such a sense of peace.”      
(Eden Merrifield)                                                                                                                   

 
“No one on this earth could ever know the monu-
mental Blessings that come to every person in this 

community/world through St. Clare Chapel.”   
(Ben Scott) 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
“It has been a place for us to be together with the 

Lord with some quiet time”                                         
(Don & Gloria Stonerock) 

 
 

“I spend time talking to God, and God talks with 
me. I am thankful for Eucharistic adoration.”  

(Marna Finnerty) 

 
“For 30 years it has been a real privilege to be with 

Jesus as His presence calms me from the   
 rush of life.”   (Ron Curtis) 

 
“The atmosphere quiets my mind so I can listen for 

God’s guidance as I pray, offer praise, and   
  hand over concerns to the heavenly Father. I have 

met some great prayer partners, too!” 
(Chris Campbell) 

                                                                                                             
  “The chapel is our escape to reality. We can find 

answers to our questions and peace in the   
  midst of chaos.”  (Jon & Amanda Yant) 

 
“As a boy I served weekday Mass in the chapel and 

it is where I received my first calling to   
 religious life. I have found myself in the chapel in 

the presence of Jesus many times to guide   
 me through trials in life”  

 (Deacon Jim Niswonger) 
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St. Mary Altar Society:    

St. Mary Altar Society has not held any meetings since March, 2019, because of COVID-
19.  They have,  however, purchased some Corporal linens for the altar. Christmas cards were  
delivered to the local nursing homes for parishioners of St. Boniface and St. Mary.  And cards 
were mailed to the homebound from both parishes.  It is uncertain when we will be able to meet 
again.  Notification will be posted in the bulletin when it becomes possible to resume.   

Adult Faith Formation:  

Mass of Remembrance: On Sunday, November 8, at St. Boniface, a special invitation only Mass was held to 
remember all those from St. Boniface and St. Mary who have passed away during the past year. 

Prayer Partners: Adult Faith Formation is again sponsoring adults to be prayer partners for our eleven    
Confirmation candidates and three RCIA candidates and catechumens. 

Faith Outreach: Christmas cards were sent to parishioners at local Nursing Homes, Assisted Living          
Facilities, and the homebound. 

Advent booklets: Blue Advent booklets were purchased and placed at the doors of the 
churches. 

Lent 2021: Plans for Fr. Nathan Cromly to speak in March are now being made for Lent 
which begins February 17, 2021. 

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is comprised of members from both St. Boniface 
and St. Mary parishes. Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month August 
through June at 7:00pm. Anyone interested in being a part of this commission is welcome. 
Questions concerning any of our activities, please contact Barb Kohl (773-9205 or bkohl@woh.rr.com). 

 

Caserta Family Donates Several of Father Angelo’s Stoles                                     
To St. John St. Lewis Parish in Dominica 

The family of Father Angelo donated several of Father Ang’s beautiful stoles for 
our Twinning Partner, the Parish of St. John St. Lewis in Portsmouth, Dominica, 
after his passing in May of 2019. It is a part of the twinning tradition to present a 
meaningful gift to the Parish at the time of a 
visit.  

At the time of the 1st visit, Brenda 
Karpinski assembled a beautiful scrapbook 
of meaningful stories and histories from the 
Piqua churches. Prior to the time of the 2nd 
visit, Reva Holtvogt created a beautiful 
multi-colored cross from the various stained 
glass scrap remnants that were left from the 

repair of the windows at both of our beautiful Piqua churches. Prior 
to the 3rd visit, Tina Miller created a beautiful humeral veil, which is 
used by the priest during benediction and adoration rites.  

Our intention was to present Father’s stoles at the time of our 4th visit 
which would have occurred in January of 2021, had we not been hit 
with the COVID19 pandemic. Since all travel plans are currently on 
hold, the team thought it best to send them to the parish as a very       
special Christmas present. They are being sent via the USPS, and our 
hope is that they will arrive by Christmas! 

Parish Activities 

Father Ang is reflected in the    
photo below wearing one                            
of the donated stoles.  
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St. Boniface/St. Mary Mission Committee:     

We are grateful  to the people who bought raffle tickets for our Fall Rosary Raffle. The drawing was held on 
December 20, and the winners were Bonnie Monnin, Deb Mikolajewski, Stacey Monnin, and Joann Lyons.  
Congratulations to all of you. Also, thank you to the ones who donated to our missions via the Giving Trees. 

Since we don't have much going on at the present time, we haven't had any meetings.  Hopefully, soon. 

This has been a pretty tough year, and we are hoping that things get better so that 
we can start taking items for the rummage sale.  We're hoping to have it again in 
July.   We will let everyone know as soon as we find out if we can.   Even though 
we didn't make as much as we do with the Rummage Sale, the Facebook/
Marketplace selling went well. Thanks to Rose Hemm for all the work she has put 
in on this project.  (We also thank Don Stonerock for taking/making all those 
phone calls and his many trips to the warehouse!) 

Please keep bringing the aluminum cans.  I want to thank Bob Hartings for taking 
them to Chickasaw.   The people of our two parishes have really been helping us 
in this project tremendously.   

It's been a rough year for all the organizations, and we pray for everyone and 
want to hopefully get back to “normal” soon. 

Respect Life Committee: 

Thank you for your continued support of Elizabeth’s New Life Center.  These centers do wonderful work in 
supporting, caring for, and educating young women who have unplanned pregnancies. 

January 22, 2021, is the 48th anniversary of the Roe v Wade decision by the Supreme Court.  This decision 
legalized abortion.  Since then there have been 1,800,779 abortions in the state of Ohio.  You will see tomb-
stones in the church remembering these babies that have been killed.  Each tombstone will represent the    
babies killed each year since this legalization.  For a brief summary: 

From 1973 to 1979—There were 327,720 abortions in Ohio.                                                          
From 1980 to 1989—There were 513,270 abortions in Ohio.                                                              
From 1990 to 1999—There were 392,710 abortions in Ohio.                                                                     
From 2000 to 2009—There were 346,386 abortions in Ohio.                                                                  
From 2010 to 2019—There were 221,193 abortions in Ohio. 

Please join us in praying for an end to this 49 year Holocaust on our unborn children. 

Ultreya:   

The next Ultreya will be held on January 23, 2021 at the Caserta Center.  We will be following the guidelines  
to prevent the spread of the Coronavirus.  Please join us to share our continuing journey with our Lord and 
Savior.   

The next Women’s Cursillo is scheduled for March 18 to 21.   The next Men’s Cursillo is scheduled for              
September 16 to 19.  These dates are dependent on the status of the coronavirus.  We will keep you informed 
of any updates.  School of leaders will resume on the 2nd Saturday of January. 

The Haiti House Building Project: 

The Miami Valley Hope for Haitians, along with Boca 
Grand Hope for Haitians, 2020’s fund-raising events 
goal was to build another 50 houses for Haitian fami-
lies living in deplorable conditions. With the Grace of 
God, we raised enough to build 52 houses. Praise God 
for touching so many hearts to accomplish this. To 
view the video go to: foodforthepoor.org/miamivalley 

Parish Activities Continued 

Tending the Master ’s  Vineyard  

Mark Your Calendar:                                   
Mission Committee 

Rummage Sale                            
July 10 & 11, 2021 

Concrete-block homes built in Savann Kabrit,Haiti. 
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St. Boniface Family Life:  

SANTA: The Family/Parish Life Group thanks you for your overwhelming support of and 
donations to its annual Christmas project — the Shut-ins And Needy Treats Appeal.  Your 
generous “caring/sharing” helped to bring the Christmas spirit to 16 families in our communi-

ty, including 23 adults & 35 children.  In addi-
tion to the gifts, fresh fruit plates/poinsettias 
were delivered to our parishes’ shut-ins and 
staff.  Our parishes’ Mission Committee Pro-
jects and the Elizabeth New Life Center  received donations, 
too. Thanks to the following for the giving of their time at 
this very busy time of year.   

Fruit Plate/Flower Delivery:  8th Grade Confirmation         
Candidates — Jack Earhart, Kailee Rank, Kennedy Stephenson, 
Keidin Pratt (7th grader) and their families.                                  

Gift Delivery: Karen Barringer, Mary Ellen Buechter,   
Chuck Peltier,   Benny & Stacy Scott, Karen Warner 

Cabbage Roll/Heritage Bread Sale:   900 cabbage rolls and 300+ loaves of bread were sold at our annual 
Cabbage Roll/Heritage Bread Sale in November.  Thanks to ALL who helped make the cabbage rolls, baked 
bread, and worked at the sale — Ann Bradl,  Ginny Beckert, Dave Butt, Ron & Susan Curtis, Deb Darner, 
Bob & Diane DeLaet, Tweetie Duer, Michael Epperly, Nicole Graham, Theresa Henderson, Linda Henry, 
Barb Kohl, Rich & Pat Knab, Doug & Dolores Latham, Karen Nickol,  Betty Peltier, Chuck & Nancy       
Peltier, Jeff & Donna Peltier, Toni Roth, Tim & Deb Tyler, Tom & Julie Tyler, Karen Warner.                                                                                               

And thanks, too, to ALL who helped market the sale & made purchases.  One more “Thank You” to our  
Parishes’ Staffs — for always helping with St. Boniface Family Life activities.  

Oktoberfest Quilt Raffle:  

The 24th annual quilt raffle features a 90 x 125” quilt in the Floral Grandeur Pattern. Jo Gast and Peg White 
cross-stitched the quilt blocks; Rose Hemm assembled them.  Janet Lee completed the machine quilting; 
Michelle Patrizio added the binding. 

Raffle tickets are $1.00/each or     
6/$5.00.  Raffle tickets may be    
purchased by forwarding donation 
to St. Boniface Parish, 310 S. 
Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356.  
Please  include name/phone number 
and write “quilt” on the envelope.  
Quilt raffle tickets can be purchased 
at http://stbonnifaceoktoberfest.org  

The winning ticket will be drawn 
on December 31, 2020.  

For additional info, send email to 
stbonifacequilt@gmail.com or call 
the parish office at 937-773-1656. 
All proceeds from the quilt raffle 
benefit the St. Boniface Oktober-
fest.     

            

Thank 
You !!!! 

Parish Activities Continued 
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Parish Activities Continued 
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Father Nathan Cromly, CSJ,  
 Founder of Eagle Eye Ministries, 

will visit the Piqua Parishes on March 1-3 
*to present a wonderful talk each evening 

about growing in faith in Christ, *to visit our 
area Catholic schools and *to meet with 

young adults. 
Please mark your calendar! 

Parish & Other Activities Continued 

Where is it located game? 

It’s not every day you see a bird house made of stone!  But two of 
our parishioners — Toni Roth & Randy Wright — saw it at Forest Hill 
Cemetery and submitted their correct answers.  Congrats to both. 

The next “where is it located” is . . . In 1987 when St. Boniface and 
St Mary Grade Schools merged, a St. Boniface School Time Capsule 
was compiled and buried.  Where is/was it buried? (Not sure if it was ever 
dug up?) 

Send your answer to piquaparishesnewsletter@gmail.com or call 778-8642.  WIN a PIZZA!                      

Paperless   Newsletter 

Over a year ago, the option of 
going paperless (receiving the 
St. Mary / St. Boniface Parishes’ 
Newsletter via email and not the 
US Postal Service) was                            
introduced.   

To date, over 200 individu-
als/families have signed up to receive the parish 
newsletter electronically.  

We hope you have given some consideration to 
signing-up to receive a paperless newsletter.   
Doing so will reduce the costs/time involved in 
assembling/mailing this quarterly publication.  
Also, you will be able to print the newsletter in 
color; forward it to relatives/friends. 

To sign-up for paperless newsletters, please send 
an email to piquaparishesnewsletter 
@gmail.com. Include additional email address-
es. More than one may be submitted. 

                    Thank You, Renee & Rose 

Fatima Rosary Rally: On Saturday, October 10, the Fatima Rosary Rally was held because as human  
efforts fail to solve America’s Key Problems, we turn to God, through his Holy Mother, asking for his 
urgent help.  Many thanks to Judy Lohnes for directing our music, the microphone, and taking pictures; to 
Bill Daniels and John Vavroch, 
for holding the banner on a very 
windy day, to Don & Gloria Ston-
erock,  Eden Merrifield, Tina 
Watts, and Sr. Mary Alice for  
participating in the Rosary Pro-
gram. Also, a very big THANK 
YOU to the 42 people who attend-
ed with face masks and social                    
distancing to the best of our abilities. 



Framed Lists of St. Mary Capital Project Donors are Hung in Church 

At the time of the creation of the St. Mary Remembrance area in the 
side entry, there was an intent to create a “donor list” wall.   

In the past, various methods have been used to create a remem-
brance…many of those are still visible in and around our church: the 
outside donor brick wall on the south side of church, the engravement 
plaques that hang in the middle entryway into church, and even the 
names that appear on the stained glass windows (both the original 
donors name in the windows themselves and a small engraved plaque 
recognizing the person/family that paid for the more recent window 
repair).  

As approved at the time by parish council, this would be a very cost effective, easily repeatable method to 
recognize all the individual/families that donated for the various capital campaigns. The lists of donors for 
the two most recent campaigns (The Cincinnati Archdiocese One Faith, One Hope, One Love Capital Cam-
paign and the Preserve the Legacy including the Stained Glass Capital Campaign) were the ones that have 
been hung. The proceeds back to St. Mary from the One Faith, One Hope, One Love campaign were recently 
used to purchase the new slate roof on our church. 

Parish & Other Activities Continued 
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Meet Kris Lee: Piqua’s Mayor Dedicates Life to Faith, Family                                             
& Bringing God to Those Around Him 

Congratulations to St. Mary parishioner Kris Lee for the feature story of his 
faith and life in the November issue of the Catholic Telegraph!                                        

If you missed it, log-on to thecatholictelegraph.com                                                       
(enter Kris Lee into the search box)                                                                                  
to read this wonderful testimony. 

Out of the Past 

St. Mary’s History – A Visit from Bing Crosby 

Bing Crosby was the actor who portrayed Father O’Malley in two mid-1940’s 
movies, the Bells of St. Mary’s (1945) and Going My Way (1944). In addition, he 
also starred in another holiday blockbuster, White Christmas.  He received Oscar 
nominations for his portrayal of Father Chuck O'Malley in both earlier films, 
which made him the first actor in history to receive that distinction – nominations 
for one actor for the same character. 

What a surprise when Bing Crosby would show up here in Piqua at Mass at our 
St. Mary’s in the early 1960’s. From an on-line calendar of the major events in his 
life this was one particular visit:  September 9, Monday. Bing and Kathryn plus 
Harry and Mary Frances fly in a private plane from Youngstown, Ohio to Piqua, 
Ohio, for a short break where they stay with Mr. and Mrs. William B. Woods. In 
the ,afternoon, Bing golfs on the Moraine Country Club course at Dayton with 
William Woods and Conrad Ruckelshaus and has a 79. 

Linda Richards relayed the following memory from her husband Jerry: I just remember Jerry telling me that 
he was at Mass at St. Mary on a Sunday morning. During Mass at some point, Msgr. Von Kaenel stopped and 
saw Bing Crosby sitting closer to the front of Church on the Blessed Virgin Mary side, and said that he would 
like to welcome Bing Crosby to St. Mary, and had him stand.  I think everyone applauded.  Bing was                          
staying  with the Woods family at the Woods mansion.  Apparently they were friends. 
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In Our Community 

.  

Serving Montgomery, Greene, Miami, Shelby, Darke, Preble,  
Auglaize, Mercer, Logan and Champaign Counties 

Northern Counties Office:  100 South Main Avenue, Suite 101, Sidney OH 45365 
Dayton Offices:  922 W. Riverview Ave. (Food Pantry and Administration) 

and 1046 Brown St. (Center for Families)  

In preparation for celebrating our 100th anniversary in 2021, we have a new 
look!   Visit our website ---- www.cssmv.org !! 

Need help with an elderly loved one?  Our licensed 
case managers work with your family to contract for services 
that can keep seniors safe and happy at home as they age in 
place.  You may qualify for PASSPORT (State funded Medicaid 
waiver).  It all starts with a free assessment of level of care need.  
Call our Sidney office to schedule an assessment or receive 
more information about your options – call 937.498.4593 or 
toll free 1.833.289.0227.    

Anxious or grieving?  Dealing with depression or relationship issues?  Our professional coun-
selors in Sidney can provide help for individuals of all ages, couples, and families who are dealing 
with everyday stresses.  If there is a need, we can meet with you in Piqua at St. Boniface or through 
telehealth conferencing.  Most insurance accepted.  Call 937.498.4593.  

Looking for transportation options?   Our RideLink call center in Sidney might be able to 
give you some numbers to call.   Our mobility manager is working to increase transportation       
options in and between various counties.   Call 937.498.4593. 

Looking to volunteer?   CSSMV is always looking for people with a passion for helping      
others.  Visit our website at cssmv.org and go to “Volunteer” under the “You Can Help” tab.    

*NEW OPPORTUNITY:   Our mobility manager is looking for volunteer drivers to increase 
   transportation options in rural areas.  You would be extensively trained, use your own  
   vehicle, and receive mileage compensation.  Contact Michelle Caserta-Bixler at 937.575.7115.  

Need employment?   CSSMV always needs qualified social workers, counselors, and others to 
join our team.  Check out “Job and Career Opportunities” under the “About Us” tab on our website 
at cssmv.org.   

Want to help us fulfill our mission and help others in need?  Visit our website at 
cssmv.org and go to the “Donate Now” tab to make a gift.  Thank you.  

 

http://www.cssmv.org
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Weddings:            St. B. 

Ryan Schneider & Kaele Snapp (11/07/20) 

St. M.  
Logan McKinney & Hannah Renner (10/10/20) 

Michael Epperly & Ann Bradl (12/19/20) 

Baptisms:         St. M. 
Jade Kinsey Peltier 

Daughter of Spencer & Megan Peltier 
(09/26/20) 

Jamison Jerome Smith 
Son of Anthony Smith & Whitney Elders 

                    (10/18/20) 
 

St. B. 

Allie Rayne Werling 
Daughter of James Werling & Ashley Garrett 

(12/20/20) 

Deaths:  “Our sympathy to the family members of 
these parishioners who have been called to their eter-
nal reward.”             

St. B. 
Mary B. Sammons (09/22/20) 

Guy Besecker (10/12/20) 
Jenny M. Evans (10/22/20) 

Susan C. Morelock (10/27/20) 
Marilyn Grob (11/13/20) 

Rudolph “Rudy” B. Schnieder (11/16/20) 
Gladys Steinke (12/02/20) 

Fredrick E. Archie (12/14/20) 
 

St. M. 
Lloyd Robert “Bob” Buroker (10/06/20) 

Mary Lou Benkert (11/03/20)) 
William E. Dankworth (11/06/20) 

 Michael Murray (11/19/20) 
Marlene M. Gilmore (12/2/20) 

James A. Cole (12/08/20) 
Veronica “Roni” J. Smith (12/09/20) 

 New Members:  “Our parish family welcomes/welcomes back . . .” 

St. M.: Pamela Andrejcio and Logan & Erin; Robert Foster; William & Tara Hoskins 
and Mia; Justin & Kari Magill and Haisley; Spencer & Megan Peltier and Jade  

St. B.:  None 

Parish Notes 

First Reconciliation: (December 12, 2020)                                                  
Tucker Bollinger  
Preslee DeBrosse  

Avery DiPace  
Samuel Galbreath  

Lewis Garman  
Noah Hemmert  

Kennedy Hopsecker              
Kayla Johns  
Isabella Karn  

Leander Knapke  
Gage Knisley  

Dominic Richard  
Dexter Soto  

Luke Swartz                      
Landen Woehrmyer 
Charlie Zimmerman 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.homemade-preschool.com%2Fcpa-happy-new-year-hats.html&psig=AFQjCNGklMRYgIMZYfbx_7GhtQiJOIaIyQ&ust=1451671495954324


GRATEFUL 
The Piqua Parishes are truly grateful for the      
following catechists who present the faith so              
joyfully to our youth: 

Wednesday Evening Elementary                                
Faith Formation Team:   

Abby Hemm, Erinn Hemmert, Kelly Jo Mertz, Teresa 
Burnside, Debbie Darner, and Joann Lyons.  

 

Sunday Morning                                   
Confirmation Team:   

Kyle Henry, Anita Polakowski, Becky 
Meyer, Mike Mengos and Teen Leader 
Lily Heffelfinger. We appreciate many 
others who also assist as small group 
leaders:  Matt Schieltz, Tim Pawlaczyk, 
and teens Molly Pawlaczyk, Derrick 
Meyer, and Torri Foster. 

                                    
Sunday Morning High School Team:  Kathy Guillozet, Jerry Mertz (not pictured). 

Outstanding High School Parish Leaders, December, 2020 Awards:  

Kelsey Earick, Torri Foster, Lily Heffelfinger, Andrew Hohlbein, Seth Knapke,     
Ian LaChey, Derrick Meyer, Sophie Mitchell, Molly Pawlaczyk, Karolina Polakow-
ski, and Nick Phillips 

                        Thank you for your faithful time, your talent,                                                          
               and your beautiful faith that you share so well! 

The Friends and Faith Group (parents and 30s/40s adults) invite all to join in their next endeavor, 
Revelation:  God’s Gift of Hope Bible Study.  The group meets every other Thursday evening in the      
Caserta Center Sofa area (spread out) with snacks and free babysitting.  Please try out the group for great 
learning and friendship. Contact Amanda and Jon Yant at amanda_yant@hotmail.com 

Fr. Nathan Cromly of Eagle Eye Ministries, Englewood, Colorado, is flying in to meet the       

people of St. Boniface and St. Mary this March! Please mark your calendar and don’t miss his excellent 
talks and insights!  He would like to meet everyone, including our young adults and parish children. March 
1, 2, and 3.   

PLEASE JOIN US! 

2021 will bring the return of the $7-A-Month Club, which supports all 
Faith Formation expenses.  Please fill out your membership and join 
the fun.  Newsletters are sent out about 3 times a year, prizes, and a 
Holiday Party makes this good cause quite enjoyable! 
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Religious Education/Youth Ministry—Diane Mengos 
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Happy New Year —Diane Mengos 

Seven Dollar A Month Club 
Membership Form for 2021 

 

Thank you for supporting Religious Education Programs in our Parishes!! 
 

 

____Yes! I would like to be a member of the 2021 Seven Dollar A Month 
Club! Each membership is for one or two persons. All members are invited 
to the December, 2021, Holiday Dinner Celebration. There will be special 
prize giveaways at this Dinner.   Also, each week one membership wins 
$25 from the hopper; winners are announced in the Religious Ed column 
of the bulletin, and a check is mailed to the home of each winner. 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

Name (s) : ___________________ 

 

 Address:____________________________ Phone: (       ) _____________ 

 

 City:  ___________  State:_____  Zip:   ____  Email:  ________________ 
  

PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  Send your payment to the address below or place in the collection 
basket at Mass. 

 ANNUALLY             $84.00        ______Included with this form 

 SEMI-ANNUALLY     $42.00        ______Included with this form; second payment due June 1, 2021 

 EVERY TWO MONTHS $14.00     ______Included with this form; due every other first Sunday of   

                                                             the month 

    MONTHLY             $  7.00        ______ Included with this form; due First Sunday of each month  

     

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $     Check #________     

You may write your name and another, i.e., a spouse or 
friend.  What you write will be used in the bulletin to an-
nounce winners and on the wall at the Celebration Dinner 
where members names are all posted for prizes. 

Please write checks to the Catholic Education Fund.   

Please write “$7 A Month Club 2021” in the check memo. 

Please send this form and payments to 

Catholic Education Fund, Piqua Parishes Office 

Attention:  Linda Richard 

310 South Downing Street 

Piqua, OH  45356 



Piqua Catholic School:   

Merry CHRISTmas and Happy 2021 from all of us here at Piqua Catholic School!  As 
I’m sure it has been for most, we’ve had a bumpy ride trying to navigate through these 
uncertain times. However, after accepting that we cannot control the uncontrollable 
and that we need to submit ourselves to Jesus and His will for us, we’ve been able to 
put our trust in our Lord and one another to continue to serve our families and com-
munities. These times are a true test of faith and, as a school, we’ve chosen to contin-
ue to follow in the footsteps of Christ.  

 

Below are the highlights from the Fall of 2020. We are dedicated to serving each other and our school fami-
lies as we model the teachings of Jesus Christ. Our focus remains in our Lord, always, as we use best practic-
es to educate and encourage our students to increase their capacity for love, faith, service, and strong aca-
demics. We hold high standards for our teachers/staff and families, as we build a healthy, growth-minded, 

and Christ-centered environment.  
 
Culture: To us, and as research shows, having a healthy, safe, and virtue-focused environment is a necessity 
for our staff and families. Piqua Catholic School isn’t just a school or “other” option to educate our children; 
it’s a people. It’s everything that we do and how we do it. We are here to serve our students and their fami-
lies. The environmental health in our school is everything. We are people in Christ. 

 

Preschool: Through the leadership of our passionate and amazing Preschool Director, Christy Hayes, and 
our team of dedicated teachers and aides at our Preschool, The Center For Early Learning at Piqua Catholic, 
I am excited to announce that we continue to break our own personal enrollment records since inception of 
the preschool in 2013-14.  Currently, we have 61 students that we are serving in our preschool- a combina-
tion of our 2-day, 3-day, and 5-day preschool (3-4 yrs.) and 5-day pre-K (4-5 yrs.) classes.  The Preschool 
also offers extended care starting at 7:00AM and ending at 6:00PM. Classes fill up very quickly, so if you 
know someone who might be interested in enrolling their child, please contact us to reserve your spot! 
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Our Preschool is continuing to grow and improve.  Follow us on Facebook to 
see the wonderful activities our students do. 

Facility Upgrades:  Thanks to a Grant from Piqua Community Foundation we 
have purchased and installed 2 touchless bottle filler stations to our water foun-
tains in an effort to reduce the spread of germs such as COVID.   

Did you know:  Our enrollment continues to increase.  Since the start of this 
school year we have added 9 new students.  Our total enrollment is 61 students - 
this is the highest number since our Preschool Program was launched in 2013. 

Coming Soon: CFEL is preparing for Summer Camp 2021. This program is for children ages 3-12.  We will 
offer a Full Summer option or choose which specific themed weeks you would like to attend.  Camp will run 
from June 1st through Aug 13th. Children do not have to be enrolled at Piqua Catholic to attend.  If you 
know anyone interested - have them contact Christy Hayes at hayesc@piquacatholic.org to be placed on our 
Camp Mailing List.  

ENROLL NOW:  We have already been filling spots for the 2021-2022 school year.  Space is limited - so if 
you know anyone who would like to attend our program in the Fall have them contact Christy Hayes at 
hayesc@piquacatholic.org as soon as possible. 

 

School News  
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First Reconciliation: Our second graders received the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) on Satur-
day, 12/12/20!  Sister Mary Alice, our second grade teacher, has been preparing our second graders for this 
beautiful gift from our Heavenly Father for several months. As you know, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
cleanses our soul of sin so that we remain in conformity with the Church and with God.  In the Gospel of 
Matthew and of John, Jesus gives the authority to forgive sins to Peter and His disciples, and every priest   
after. Praise God for this visible sign of an invisible reality! 

Volleyball: Congratulations to our 8th grade girls Volleyball team for bringing home the 1st place trophy in 
the NWCC CHAMPIONSHIP!  The 7th grade girls’ team was NWCC runner-up, too!  These two teams are 
very well coached by Lehman HS graduate and Piqua Catholic Business Manager, Jessica Rank. Congratula-
tions, Lady Cavs, and to all teams during the Fall season! 

Christmas Concert: Through the direction of our Music/Band 
teacher, Rachel Thornsberry, preschool-3rd grade students put on 
a virtual Christmas Concert this year.  Each class worked so hard 
to give a great performance that was video recorded.  This virtual 
Christmas Concert was shared with all of our families through 
our Piqua Catholic School app.  Great job to our young cavaliers 
for sharing their talents and hard work to put on a great perfor-
mance! 

Spanish Competitions: Mr. Babacar Fall, our Preschool-8th grade Foreign Language teacher, has created 
so much excitement with our students as he teaches them the Spanish language (and soon, French).  He incor-
porates so many fun games, chants, and friendly competitions with the students that have them hungry for 
more!  Just before Christmas break, Mr. Fall put on a Spanish competition with each 2-8 grade class to see 
who the Spanish President of each class would be.  It amazes me how advanced in the language they have 
become as they hold conversations with one another. Mr. Fall is so excited to introduce a few weeks of the 
French language and culture after Christmas break. We’re going to have ourselves quite the worldly student 
before long!   

Grants: I have to give a humble and grateful 
“Thank you!” to the Miami County Foundation 
and the Piqua Community Foundation.  When I 
or another member of our team has a project in 
mind or needs materials to provide better       
instruction, these two foundations have given 
their “Yes” to support so many of our great   
projects to support these students and teachers. 
We are a better school because of the Miami 
County Foundation and the Piqua Community 
Foundation.  Thank you so much! 

Business Partnership Program: In addition to these two foundations, we have such an amazing group of 
business partners that continue to support our school in so many ways. These partners, listed next, believe in 
our purpose and mission. They believe in community support. They believe in people.  On behalf of Piqua 
Catholic School (Preschool-8) I want to give a special ‘THANK YOU’ to our partners. 

Platinum ($2,000+) 

Apex Aluminum Die Casting; Eagle Bridge Co.; Edison State Community College; Harmony Systems & Service; Palm-
er Bolt & Supply Co.; Park National Bank; Paul Sherry Chrysler/RV; PSC Crane & Rigging; RE/MAX Finest- Kathy 
Henne Team; Richpak Corporation; Scott Family McDonald's; Thrivent Financial- Spencer Peltier & Mark Reedy 

Silver ($1,000+) 

Advanced Asset Management Advisors; Buecker, Davis & Gunter; Ferguson Construction Co.; Hampshire Cabinetry; 
Hemm's Glass Shops, Inc.; VPP Industries 

School News Continued 
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School New Continued 
Bronze ($500+) 

Crayex Corporation; Faulkner, Garmhausen, Keister & 
Shenk; Galbreath Realty Service; Jackson Tube Service 
Inc.; Jamieson & Yannucci Funeral Home; McCulloch, 
Felger, Fite & Gutmann, Co.; Piqua Battery; redBERRY 

 

As “a people”, we are on a mission to do great things 
and impact the world in a strong way. You have my 
continued commitment to strive to serve our families 
and communities in the way Jesus served His people. 
We cannot, however, do this alone.  We need you. 
To continue to grow and serve our students and fam-
ilies, we need your help through service, prayers, and 
gifts.  So many of you have generously given in any 
one or more of these areas, and we are extremely 
grateful to all of you.  We asked for your continued 
and increased support as we take our school to the 
next level to serve more students and families.  We 
have big plans and hopes for a bright future. If you 
feel called, in any way, to help us in our mission, 
please give me a call!  May God bless you always!  

 For Jesus, Brad Zimmerman, Principal 

Lehman Catholic High School: 

The biggest news for Lehman Catholic High School this year is 
that Lehman is celebrating 50 years of existence.  Lehman opened 
its doors on September 2, 1970 with 443 students from Piqua 
Catholic High School and Holy Angels High School.  The princi-
pal was Father Robert Monnin and the Sisters of Mercy and                       
Sisters of Charity were among the faculty members. A committee 
to celebrate the 50 years was formed in 2019, and many activities 
were planned.  Then COVID hit, and plans are on hold.  One item 
did get carried out and that is the banners advertising the 50 years 
lining the entrance driveway of the school.  If you get to Sidney, 
drive through and see the banners. 

In September, the Science, Math, & Technology Departments of 
Lehman were again awarded the Governor’s Thomas Edison 
Award for STEM education.  Lehman has won this award every 
year since 1988. The award is based on curriculum,  science fair 
participation, and other science activities. Lehman participates in 
Science Olympiad, Ohio Energy Project, TEAMS, and Enviro-
thon. 

Celebration of Life: The Lehman Catholic Teen Leadership 
Corps (TLC) recently planned and presented a prayer service and 
celebration of life for cancer victims and their families.  The    
service was live streamed and took place on Thursday, November 
12. The program included a              
student-lead prayer service                   
honoring those taken, supporting 
the fighting, and celebrating the        
survivors.   

The Consolidation of Sidney Holy Angels and 
Piqua Catholic High Schools reached a suc-
cessful climax Wednesday when 443 students 
attended their first day of classes at Lehman 
High School near Sidney.  Rev. Fr. Robert 
Monnin, center, principal  of the  merged 
school, posed for this photo with  student 
representatives of each class. They are           
L-R: Scott Slover of  Piqua, junior; Patti Ham-
mer of Piqua, sophomore; Fr. Monnin; Joan 
Staley of Sidney, senior; Vytas Kisielius of 
Sidney, freshman. The student body is made 
up of 230 students from Piqua and 213 from 
the Sidney area.  There are 117 freshmen, 111 
sophomores,  105 juniors, and 110 seniors in 
the high school.  Holy Angels junior high  
students,  who formerly attended classes at 
the high school, will now have classes at the 
expanded Water Street School in Sidney            
because of  the  additional high school space 

required by the merger. 

Thanks to Pioneer Electric for the use of a lift truck to 
take an aerial photo of the Living Rosary on October 6. 
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School News Continued 

Thanks to this issue’s contributors:   
 Adult Faith Formation, Barb Kohl;  Catholic Social Services, Elaine Schweller-Snyder 

Fatima Rosary Rally, Barb Vavroch; Framed Lists of St. Mary Capital Project Donors, Gretchen Roeth   
Fr. Caserta Stoles Donated to Dominica, Bob Hartings 

2020 Haiti House Building Project, Ben Scott;  Mission Committee,  Don Stonerock 
Out of the Past, Bob Hartings; Parish Notes/Dates/Activities, Theresa Henderson,  Linda Richard , Judy Lohnes                                           

  Piqua Catholic School, Brad Zimmerman, Christy Hayes 
Lehman Catholic High School, Sr. Ginny Scherer, SC, Melissa Safreed 

             Religious Education & Youth Ministry, Diane Mengos; Respect Life Committee, Greg & Donna Johnson 
 St. Boniface Family Life, Rose Hemm; St. Clare Chapel, Mike Epperly 

                  St. Mary Altar Society, Janet Poling; Ultreya, Greg & Donna Johnson 

We’d love to hear from you . . . submit names for Soldier Story, recipes for Cooking with Family/Friends, 
book reviews, poems, travel stories, and — your ideas and suggestions.  Also, if you’d like to help with                        
writing or production, please contact Renee Hemm (778-1612 or rhemm@danhemm.com) or Rose Hemm      
(778-8642 or jnrhemm@yahoo.com).      The Deadline for the Spring Issue is March 15, 2021.   

They also welcomed the Vice-President of the Pink Ribbon Girls (PRG), Vicki Varvel. PRG is an organiza-
tion designed to supply free direct service to women with breast and gynecological cancers.   

The Limelighters’ Show Choir performed two emotional pieces along with a luminary display of white bags 
adorned with pink ribbons and displaying the names of over 200 victims of cancer.  In advance of the assem-
bly, TLC designed and sold pink shirts for the occasion. All of the proceeds, $500, from the shirts and money 
raised with a Jeans Day in October, will be donated to Wilson Health Women’s Center. The Lehman TLC 
class is instructed by Melissa Safreed. 

Service Events: 

During the month of December, Lehman TLC students planed the annual Days of Giving.  This year’s event 
was consolidated in the weeks of December 1-18.  Included in the Days of Giving were two school-wide 
drives and many smaller one-day activities.  The school-wide drives collected over 500 new, small toys for 
patients, ages 2-10, at the Wilson Health Emergency Department and 529 canned/boxed food items for             
Lehman Community Families for the holiday season.  On Thursday, December 10, students and staff had the 
opportunity to  pay $3 to be out of school uniform and wear jeans with an “ugly” Christmas sweater. These 
proceeds helped to  purchase Kroger gift cards to accompany the 
canned goods.  The smaller one-day activities included posting 
notes of kindness and positive thoughts throughout the building, 
sending 200 Christmas cards with personal messages to  active  
military, making 100 friendship bracelets for our sister school in 
Dominica, and providing St. Nicholas gifts (oranges/candy 
canes/St. Nicholas prayer) for each student and staff member.   

Through the efforts of Elaine Schweller-Snyder, Mike Underwood 
and Sister Ginny Scherer, SC, the classes of Lehman from 1995-
2011 now have CLASS COMPOSITES!  These were not done  
before, and we are now proud to have them.  If you were a member 
of one of these classes and would like your own copy of your class 
composite, please contact Mike Underwood at 937-773-5583.  
There is a $10 charge.  These composites, along with  all of the rest 
of the class composites, will be electronically displayed at Lehman 
in the future. 

In Retrospect 



January: 

1: Happy New Year 

18: Martin Luther King Day, No School 

23:   Ultreya, Caserta Center 

31: Catholic Schools Week Begins 

Theme: “Catholic Schools:                               
Faith, Excellence, Service” 

February:  

4:  Dr. John R. Wood, a     
passionate speaker and the 
author of Ordinary Lives,   
Extraordinary Mission: Five 
Steps to Winning the War 
Within, will present at St. 
Mary Church. 

14:   Happy Valentine’s Day 

15:  Presidents’ Day, No School 

17: Ash Wednesday—Lent Begins 

March: 

1-3: Fr. Nathan Cromly, Lenten Speaker 

17: Happy St. Patrick’s Day 

 

May Love & Laughter                           

Light Your Day 

Upcoming Dates — Please watch the bulletin for additional information. St. Boniface Catholic Church 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1656; fax 773-2665 

Email: stboniface@piquaparishes.org 

 Masses:  Saturday, 3:30pm 

Sunday, 11am 

Pastoral Council President:               
Bill Hogston 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

937-773-1327; fax 773-2665 

Email: stmary@piquaparishes.org 

Masses:  Saturday, 5pm 

Sunday, 9am 

Pastoral Council President:                 
Bob Hartings 

Parish Offices 

310 S. Downing, Piqua, Ohio 45356 

Website: piquaparishes.org 

Pastor: Rev. Daniel P. Hunt 
                              

 

St. Mary Catholic Church 

528 Broadway 

Piqua, Ohio 45356 
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Prayer Chain—Contact Gretchen Roeth, 
778-0325 or gngroeth4266@gmail.com 

Charismatic Mass—1st Monday of each 
month, St. B.,7:30pm 

RCIA —  For more info,                     
Bill Hogston 418-4323 

St. Boniface Bingo  
Monday & Wednesday Evening 

Doors Open—5pm @ DSC 

Fall Newsletter Assemblers: 

Betty Elliott  

Rich & Pat Knab                

Barb Kohl 

Doug & Dolores Latham 

Dave & Cindy Nelson                     
Leroy Phyillaier                                    
Don Stonerock 

Thanks! 
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